Esther Chapters 5 to 7 		February 18, 2007
	In Hannah Hurnand’s book “Hinds Feet upon High Places” the Good Shepherd says to little Much Afraid; “You have one real beauty, Much-Afraid, you have such trustful eyes. Trust is one of the most beautiful things in the world. When I look at the trust in your eyes, I find you more beautiful to look upon than many a lovely queen.”.  This might be the character quality the Good Shepherd saw in Esther and why she was chosen from the countless numberes of women  for ‘such a time as this’.  Is this how the Good Shepherd sees us? 
PRINCIPLES: At times must see with the eyes of faith when we cannot see with the eyes of reality; There can be no compromise: Esther 3:3 & 5; Matt. 10:32, God’s eyes run to and fro seeking those who have a perfect heart. 
AIM: That we may trust the Lord and allow Him to direct our paths; God will use all things to work together for good to those who love Him and are called according to His purpose; 

DAY ONE:  Esther chapter 5
1. In chapter 4 we read through the lines of Esther’s fear of going in to the king unannounced. How might the Holy Spirit have revealed the truth of Isaiah 43:1 and 2 to comfort her at this time? How can you apply that same verse to your own circumstances? 



2. Prov. 29:25 gives us a contrast to remember in times of fear. Explain how Esther moved from 29:25a to 29:25b in her walk. 



3. Read Acts 4:27-29. Was life different for the disciples than for Esther and the Jews? 



4. In what ways are the words from Acts 4:27-29 a similar prayer led by Mordecai to the Jews and echoed across the provinces of the Persian kingdom?



DAY TWO: Esther chapter 5 cont’d
5. What day did Esther actually go into the king’s presence and what were the Jews doing as she went?


6. Esther found ‘favor’ in the sight of the king. The Hebrew word “favor” means kindness, grace, loveliness, charm, “to find favor in the eyes of”. What would cause Esther to have achieved this? See Prov. 21:1



7. What principle do we see in Luke 12;11 and 12, that is revealed in the life of Esther? How can you take that same principle and apply it to your own circumstances?



8. Follow the scene at Haman’s house after beng invited to dine with Esther and King Ahasureus. What character traits are most evident in: (1) Haman, (2) the wise men (friends); (3) Mrs. Haman (Zeresh)? 
9. What is God doing as He observed all of this activity at Haman’s residence? Psalm 2:1; 4-5, Ps. 11;4-6; Ps. 37:13; Prov. 1:26.


DAY THREE: Esther chapter 6
10. It has been approximately 5 yrs. since the events of Esther 2:21-23. Explain how Prov. 16:9 fits in with the king’s insomnia. 



11. How does Joseph’s statement in Gen 50:20 fits in here to explain Haman’s motive and the circumstance we find in chapter 6? 



12. What did Haman’s wise men and his wife, Zeresh, have to say about Haman’s recounting of his recent experience involving Mordecai? Esther 6:13. Compare that to Joshua 2:9-11 and Rom. 1:20. 



14. What principle is revealed in Prov. 11;2 and 14:9 that is seen in Haman’s life?



DAY FOUR: Esther chapter 7
15. Based upon Esther 2:10 and 20, what did Haman, in all probability, not know previous to Esther 7:3? 



16. What character trait is seen in Esther’s plea? Esther 7:3 &4



17. What principle did Solomon give that might apply here? Prov. 20:2; 21:7; 26:27.



18. Did the words of Zeresh of 6:13 come true for Haman? 



19.Which verses from Ps. 7 echo the thoughts of this part of the story of Esther? 



DAY FIVE: Give at least 3 practical applications from chapters 5 to7. 



 

