Hebrews 11		Nov. 13, 2006
In chapter 10, the author has drawn his teaching to a close with this exhortation: you are in need of patience/endurance so that after you have done the will of God you will receive the promise. With that he continues by recalling the words of Habakkuk, the just shall live by faith and further beyond that, it comes by perseverance.  But, the question is how does this happen? Our goal in this lesson is to answer that question by looking at some heroes of the faith. Our author will now lead us and his audience into understand what faith is in contrast to what faith is not through the use of exemplary personages of the OT.  
PRINCIPLES:  Trust and Obey for there is no other way to please God; Mark 8:36 – if you choose to save your life, you will lose it in the end, but if you choose to lose your life for Christ’s sake you will save it for all eternity; 
AIM: That we may learn from those who have gone on before us how to persevere in times of trials and triumphs; We must trust God’s ways and timing according to our personal circumstances as HE is trustworthy.

DAY ONE:  Hebrews 1l:1-3 &6 Defining Faith
1.First, What is faith according to 11:1&6?

2.Secondly, What example does the author give us to help us understand the concept of faith in vs. 3 and how does Rom. 1:20 fit in with this verse? 

3.Thirdly, what does God say about each person who demonstrated that faith? Vs. 2 and vs. 39. 


DAY TWO: Heb. 11:4-22 Trust and Obey: Heroes of Genesis 
Earlier in Hebrews the author has given us several warnings. Think of this as an art gallery. On display are the portraits of the saints who heeded the warnings we have studied and did not shrink back but instead persevered.

4The author moves quickly through Abel, Enoch and then Noah and then finally to Abraham.  Develop each man to show how are all an example of vs. 6. 
a. Ex: Abel is a picture of the first step of salvation by faith, whereas Cain is the contrast picture of the first step of salvation by works. Abel lost his life for his faith but gained the reward of an eternity with God. Cain kept his life but lost his faith and thus lived apart from God for the remainder of his life.  See I John 3:12 for the truth of his life and also Mark 8:36 “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”

b. Enoch is a picture of:


c. Noah is a picture of: 


d. Abraham’s life would encourage the Hebrew believers because: 



DAY THREE: Heb. 11:23-28 Trust and Obey: The Hero of Exodus
5.Who set the stage for the faith of Moses? What does this tell us about the faith of a parent and how does Prov. 22:6 fit in with this? 


6.How could Moses “Esteem the reproach of Christ” when Christ had not yet arrived on the scene? 


7.How did the faith of Amran and Jochebed train Moses? See 11:23 and 27.  In light of these persecuted believers, how might this fact encourage them? 


DAY FOUR: Heb. 11: 29-38 Trust and Obey: The Heroes from Joshua to Malachi
8. The author now moves from individuals to ‘they’.  What hero is described but not named in vs. 30 who along with his compatriot did have to wander for 40 yrs. but also had the joy of entering God’s rest?  What was the reason he and his compatriot had the faith described in vs 1 and 6? 



9. In what way was Rahab a contrast to the warning of  ‘do not harden your heart’? Re-read Joshua chapters 1 and 2 for any background on this saint. 


10. Using 11:6 as your backdrop, choose at least 3 of the remaining heroes and their accomplishments. Give the reason they persevered, the warning they heeded, the reward they received because of their obedience and the lesson you learn from them.  
Ex. Gideon:   Gideon was fearful but God encouraged him.  Although doubting was a part of his makeup, he persevered and he acted on his weak faith out of obedience.  The effect of his faith:  God rewarded Gideon for his reverential fear and weak faith which he then turned into a bold faith by which the land of Israel was freed of Midianite domination and there was peace in the land 40 yrs.  Lesson for us:  All God asks for is the faith of a mustard seed to move mountains. See Matt. 17:20. 
















DAY FIVE: Heb. 11:39-40. Trust and Obey: Practical Application for today
11. Evaluate yourself in light of Mark 8:36. 

12. Jer 9:24  But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me. Each hero in this art gallery boasted in that fact, they knew God in a person way…….. yet they never knew the ‘better’ things that you as a believer know and have as your provision.  Abel lived out his faith in obedience, Enoch walked with God, Abraham was called the Friend of God, Moses talked to God face to face etc.  Of all the heroes listed in this art gallery, each one had to count the cost of obedience and demonstrate that to the world.  We live in a free society , we have freedom of worship, we have never been called to experience what the author writes about in vs. 36-38. How does this lesson prepare you to face the future? 


