Hebrews 13		November 26, 2006
	The letter to the Hebrews is now drawing to a close. The author has spent 12 chapters exhorting his flock to entrust themselves to Christ who is superior to all men and anything that is but a shadow of The Great Shepherd. We learn from this last chapter that he is apart from them yet they are in his heart. Note the soft compassionate tone as he exhorts them to remain steadfast and with the hope that he soon will be reunited to them. He now challenges them to live out the two basic commandments: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind and your neighbor as yourself, but he does it in reverse order. He then reminds them of their responsibility to the church’s order and lastly is the all-important detail of prayer.  
PRINCIPLES: Live out the two commandments that Christ gave, Jesus is immutable.  
AIM: That we would demonstrate our Christianity by what we say and do; prayer is essential. 

DAY ONE: Hebrews 13: 1-6 Love thy neighbor or Romans 12: 1-2
1.Note the first verse: Let love of the brethren continue. Recall Heb. 6:10.  What does this tell us of their behavior up to this point? 


2. What is the condition that fosters or destroys this attitude? I Peter 1:22;  I Thess. 4:9; Rev. 2:4.




APPLICATION:   How does one demonstrate this practically? 


DAY TWO: Hebrews 13: 1-6 Love thy neighbor or Romans 12: 1-2 cont’d
3. Earlier this pastor had commended his readers in Heb. 10:34. What does he now remind them to do in vs. 2?


4. What OT examples does he expect his flock to recall? Gen. 18/19 and Judges 6/13. 


5. What NT admonition did Paul give? Rom. 12:13;  I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8.



6. The author moves from the Christian neighbor to the stranger to the home. What does he expect and what warning does he give? Why is this so important to the neighbor and to the stranger? Eph. 5:23-33. 



7. Note the progression: from the neighbor to the stranger to the home to the pocketbook! Of what does he warn them and why? Ex. 20:17; Ezek 14:4; I Cor. 10:14; Col. 3:5. 




APPLICATION: Of what promise does the author remind his flock in vs. 5&6? Practically speaking, how does one cling to that promise in light of loving a neighbor, taking in strangers; being pure in marriage and being content in fiscal matters?  
DAY THREE: Hebrews 13:7-17 The church’s spiritual foundation
8. How appropriate that the author moves from covetousness to the role of the spiritual leaders! What is their peril but who is their rock?  I Tim. 3:3 and Heb. 13:8.


9. We are a people that easily forget! What are we to remember about our spiritual leaders and what are we to imitate? 


10. What is the leader’s responsibility: I Tim 4:12 and II Tim. 4:2 Heb. 13:17.


11. What is our responsibility? Heb. 13:7 and 17. 


APPLICATION:  What an appropriate time of year to be finishing up Hebrews. How can you demonstrate to your spiritual leaders that you are imitating their faith? 


DAY FOUR: Hebrews 13:18-19 PRAY PRAY PRAY
12. First pray for “us. What is the prayer request and what is the reason he desires them to pray specifically? 



APPLICATION: Being well versed in the OT, these Jewish believers would be familiar with the prayer of Solomon when the Temple was dedicated. Read II Chron. 6-7.  As you read, note statements that you feel are significant and timely to our completion of the study of Hebrews. Then answer: What did you note about this prayer of Solomon’s and God’s response in 7:14? How might this be a good preparation for us as NT believers in the 21st century as we pray for our leaders and they in turn pray for us.



13. A common benediction used in the first century church is seen in Heb. 13:20. Note: the phrase: God of peace not the peace of God..  Paul used this often in his letters: Rom. 15:33, 16:20; Phil 4:9; I Thess 5: 23. God is the God of peace just as He is the God of the Great Shepherd. What other attributes of God are in this last chapter? 





DAY FIVE: The close of Hebrews:   As we close this marvelous book that a dedicated and loving pastor has written to his flock, we are more aware of his love for them than ever before. Therefore, it would be wise for us to step back and reflect on where we have been and what we have learned. 
PLEASE TAKE TIME TO DO THIS: What benefit have you gleaned from this study? In other words, what do you know now that you did not know before? Take time to record those findings and thank God for this book. Then ask God to help you to recall those truths in the future. 

