Malachi 2		August 19, 2007	
	As the messenger of God to the Israelites, Malachi brings forth the subject of unfaithfulness regarding covenants in chapter two. God is a Covenant Keeper and He expects His people to follow His ways in order that He may bring blessings to them. 
PRINCIPLES:  God is a Covenant Keeper and He expects His people to be Keepers of the Covenant 
AIM:  That we may honor the covenants we have made. 

DAY ONE: Malachi 2:1-9 Hold True to the Levitical Covenant!
1. God has spoken to the priests in chapter 1 regarding their hypocrisy in the sacrificial system. Now He continues on by challenging them to hear Him and to abide by the Levitical covenant. Mal 1:6 and 2:2 point to the first of two sins of which the priests were guilty.   Also read also Deut 6:5 and 13 to clarify the other sin. 



2. Mal 2:2 & 3 God now gives the consequence of their lack of obedience. What are those consequences and what could God have done? Deut 27:15-26; Num 18:22.


3. From the consequence, God now explains why in vs. 4. To understand God’s focus we must first answer this question: What is this Levitical covenant?  Ex 28:1-4, 29;  Ex :26; Num 25:1-13. 


4. In Deut 33:8-11 and Malachi 2:5-6 we read the duties of the priesthood. List them. 


5. What responsibilities does Malachi remind them of in vs 7 and what is the charge given in vs 8? 


6. In our former studies in the OT we read several passages that tell in more detail what the priests were actually doing. Refresh your memory: Ezek 22:26; Micah 3:11; Jer 5:31. 


7. What is God’s final judgment upon the priests given in vs 9? 
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Let’s bring this to a personal level. The priests were given a mandate: teach the people the Law; teach them the Commandments. God declared them guilty. You say but they were priests, I am not a priest! How can I relate this to my own circumstance? Read Luke 12:48; James 4:17. What is God saying to you? 


DAY TWO: Malachi 2:10-13 Hold True to the Covenant of Marriage. 
In this set of verses, the focus is on the men (both in the priestly role as well as men of that society). There are several words that need defining so that you understand the context better: (a.) in vs 10:  Read “father” as God.  (b.) the KJV  uses: the word “treacherously” …it means faithlessly, or deceitfully. (c.) note how many times he uses the word “covenant”… it means pledge; (d.) the words “master” and “scholar” in vs 12 are better rendered “him that waketh…or him that teaches” and “he that is awakened or the pupil”. Translators say it was probably a proverbial expression known at that time and not in ours and thus it is, along with vs 15, very difficult to translate. 

8. Malachi asks two rhetorical questions in vs 10. What premise is he making? 


9. Based upon that premise, what charge is noted in vs. 11 and was also seen in Ezra 9:1-9? 
 

10. What real life evidence is given to back up the charge made in vs. 11? See also Ex 34:11-16; Deut 7:3-4.


11. Vs. 12 begins “the Lord will cut off”. Cut off from what? Explain what that might mean to the ancient as well as the modern day Middle Eastern mindset. 


DAY THREE:  Malachi 2:14-16 Hold True to the Covenant of Marriage. 
12. The second charge is found in these verses. What were the men doing? 


13. Circle the word “treacherously” between vs 10 and 16 What point is God making?  Who is being hurt by this treachery and what might be a result of this as seen in vs. 15 and Neh 13:23-24?  


14. What does God hate according to vs 16?  


15. To understand the Middle Eastern statement in vs. 16 about “one covereth violence with his garment” read Ruth 3:9  in the KJV and NetBible. What are the two contrasting pictures given in Malachi and Ruth?


16. We can see the heart of God in vs. 10-16 as He sees the women being cast aside. Although Ruth was a widow as was Naomi, and the women in Malachi are ‘divorcees’ the same societal stigma and lack of support was attached to both. What occurred to the women who were divorced in that day? Deut 24:1 Is the standard different for men than women?, Prov 2:17  



 17. What is God telling these men in Malachi about women to whom they are married? What is He saying to men of today? Also read Eccl 5:5-6; James 4:17, Mark 10:5. 
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Covenants are important to God and they should be important to us. The priests by their hypocrisy were in danger of breaking the Levitical covenant; the men by their hardened hearts were breaking their marriage covenants. Look within your heart. Are you in danger of breaking a covenant? 

