Malachi 3 and 4		August 26, 2007
	God’s last word before He imposes a 400 yr of silence is this: “remember”. How fitting that God tells us to remember when that is one of His character qualities.  He does not forget because as He says in Malachi, “I change not”. God’s character is consistent with who He is, He cannot nor will He change, He is as James 1:17 says “the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change.” Therefore it behooves Him to remind His children that they too should remember. Remember what? This is what we shall see in these last two chapters. 
PRINCIPLES:  God does not change, God remembers the righteous but destroys the wicked from His memory
AIM: That we would remember! 

DAY ONE: Malachi 2:17- 4:6.  The 4 Charges Remaining 
1. Malachi has been “preaching” to the priests for as the priests go, so go the people. What is their mindset in these last chapters?  Also see Is. 49:14. What have they forgotten?  


2. What about God? Is 49:15-16. 


3. What do these priests think about God according to 2:17? In contrast what does God think about them according to 3:5b? 


4. The priests/people are charged as guilty. What are the charges and what is the evidence presented that would prove this? Fill in this chart so you can visualize it and then answer this question: what is the origin of these charges  in man according to Matt. 15:19.

The charges
The evidence
2:17

2:17
3:7

3:7
3:8

3:8
3:13

3:14


DAY TWO:  God sees, does not forget, and will judge sin
5. Why must God judge these errant priests/people? Deut 32:4; 2 Sam 23:3; 1 John 1:9; Rev 15:3.


6. The priests/people then and the people of today have one major problem. They see only the here and now, unlike God. What promise was given to them and also to us that one day the wicked will face certain judgment for their sins?  Ps 2:5; Mal 3:2, 3:5, 4:1; 4:5; Ezek 43-44. 



7. The first charge was of wearying God and that God does not see nor is He just. How does He answer this in Mal 3:1-3?  Who in particular is His focus of purification?


8. Who else has thought that “God will understand/or He will not see” my works? Mal 3:5. Just as there were 4 charges, there are 4 groups of people that will face certain judgment because as HE says in vs 5b “they do not fear ME”. What does scripture say about each one?
	sorcerers: Deut 18:10,  Rev 21:8 


	adulterers: Ex 20:14, Matt 5:28


	perjurers: Ex 20:16; Lev 19:11-12


	exploiters: Lev 19: 13; Ex 22:22-24



DAY THREE: God Sees and He Remembers
9. The second and third charge has to deal with the religious practices of ordinances and tithing.  What is the 8th commandment? In what way were the people violating this commandment?  Deut 12:5-18; 14:22-26; 27-29; Lev 27:30, 32, Num 18:21-32. 


10. If they refuse to tithe, what does Deut 28 say will happen and to what Malachi refers to in 3:11. 
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 Are NT believers still under the mandate to tithe 10%? Remember this principle:  Believers today are not under the Law, but under Grace. What then is the NT principle that correlates with the OT practice of tithing and other clear laws from God? See Acts 4:31-35; 2 Cor 9:6-12; Gal 6:6; Phil 4:14-19; 2 Cor 8:12. 


12. What promise does God give His people that is also appropriate for NT believers?   Mal 3:10. file_1.wmf

What testimony could you share with someone who says they do not have the money to give to the work of the Lord? 


DAY FOUR: God’s Book of Remembrance
13. In contrast to the hypocrisy of the priests/people in 3:14 who were speaking against God, what does God see in 3:16? 

14. What is the attitude of those in 3:16? How does God honor their memory both here in Malachi and in Rev 21:12-15? 

15. Describe these people using Malachi 3:16-17; 4:2.
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Is your name in this book? Using the descriptions above, are you one of those God sees and remembers? 


DAY FIVE: God’s Last Warning!
16. Read Malachi 4:4. What is the warning! What is in that book that would keep one near to God in a time when He would be silent? 


17. What is the final warning in 4:6? What is the curse? Gal 3:13. file_3.wmf

 Do you know Him who became the curse for you? 
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The concluding minor prophet reminds us that we are to remember. What fitting thoughts will you remember about this study that you will hold dear to you? 

