Zechariah 7 & 8		July 2007
	If attending church one service is good, won’t attending four more be better?  Is this what God wants? This is what the Jewish remnant wanted to know as they came to ask about the fasts they had been keeping for over 70 yrs. Let’s see what God has to say about true worship and true obedience. 

PRINCIPLES: One’s attitude weighs more with God than one’s actions; God hates hypocrisy because He is a jealous God.
AIM: That we may learn what God requires for pure worship and then demonstrate that in our everyday walk.  

DAY ONE: Background and Zech 7:1-3:  The people ask God about fasting
1.How much time has passed from the revelations of visions? 

2.A delegation came to ask the priests and prophets a question. From where did they come and what did they ask? See Ezra 2:28, Neh 11:31.

3.The people had been fasting during several months of the year for over the last 70 yrs.  They had mourned, fasted, wept as a way to remember the past.  Read 2 Kings 25 to gain the background behind their question. Note specifically these verses: v 1, 3&4, 8&9, 25. What had occurred in each of these verses and in what months? 
In vs 1: 
In vs 3&4
In vs 8&9
In vs 25

4.Read Zech 7:5 and 8:19. What months did God note that they had been fasting? 


5.The people had been fasting for 70 yrs. Did God require these times of fasting? _____ What did God require? Lev 16:29-31; 23:26-32; Num 29:7
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 The Israelites had placed a burden upon themselves that God did not require. Where have you placed a burden upon yourself that is not scripturally based?


 DAY TWO: Zech 7:4-7 God Rebukes Hypocrisy 
6.God sent Zechariah back to the people with 3 basic questions. List them from vs 4-7. 


7.In what way were the people being hypocritical? 


8.Read Is 58:1-7 for a similar time when God asked the people about their hypocrisy. What did God say He required? 



9.In contrast to fasting, what does God desire?  Micah 6:7&8,Is 1:16-19; 58:5-9a; Amos 5:21-24,1 Cor 10:31.
DAY THREE: Zech 7:8-14 God Requires Repentance and Sincerity
10.In contrast to these self-imposed fasts, now God tells the people what He desires. Recalling our “4C’s” walk through vs. 8-14 to see it “played out in living color”. 

C = consider the choice: what choice did God give to the people?
C = compare to God’s Word:  again Is 58:6 and  Zech 7:9&10. What did God say to do? 
C = choose God’s Way: Zech 7:11&12  What does God note about their choices? 
C = count on God for His provision and protection: Zech 7:13. Did the people experience these “2p’s”? 

11. The people had a choice, they had God’s Word, but they refused to choose His way. What was the ensuing consequence of their choice? Zech 7:14  
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Where have you a choice and are refusing to choose His way and thus are not experiencing His provision and protection? 

DAY FOUR: Zech 8:1-18 God Will Dwell in Their Midst
12. Chapter 8 is a beautiful picture of God’s lovingkindness and mercy. Read the whole chapter through to get the picture. As you read note the 7 R’s found in this chapter. 
The 7 R’s ch. 8
8:1-3, 13-15 restoration –what will be restored?

8:4-6 the remarkable – how will it be remarkable? 

8:7-8 a relationship- what kind of relationship will be in evidence? 

8:9-11 rebuilding- what will be rebuilt? 

8:12 renewal- what is renewed? 

8:16-19 righteousness-how is righteousness revealed? 

8:20-23 reaching out-who will be reaching out and to whom? 

13. Has any of this happened at this point in time? If not, when will it most likely occur? 



DAY FIVE:  Zech 8:18-23 From Fasting to Feasting.
14.What a difference one letter makes! The people had asked a question about fasting, but God says now add one letter. You will no longer fast but feast! In what ways will this be different from the fasting in chapter 7? 
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 Fasting is fruitless when done with the wrong attitude and wrong motives. Are you still dwelling beside the grave of your past sins and fasting in added rituals that God has never asked you to do OR have you added a letter to fasting to now make it feasting? How are you demonstrating that in your daily walk? 

