Romans 8:12-27		Nov. 20, 2005
	Since Paul began his dissertation (note not a sermonette but a dissertation--- for a sermonette is for “christianettes”—baby Christians. Instead, Paul has challenge us to move beyond christianettes into maturity and to grow in grace)  in Romans one point is crystal clear; we are believers as a direct result of God’s sovereignly granting to us the new birth. This new birth is not based on what we have done, but it is His gracious gift given to us because we chose to make that decision of belief and trust in His Son as our Savior. Upon receipt of that gift we have been given the Holy Spirit to reside in us. God always has a purpose in what He sovereignly chooses to do and now in chapter 8 Paul takes time to reveal to his listeners this powerful and magnanimous gift that God has bestowed upon us. 

Principles: Suffering refines and purifies the children of God for glory. One does not suffer alone but has the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in the midst of it. 
AIM: That we might sense the leading, power, presence of the Holy Spirit in the path of life which includes suffering with (not for) Christ.

DAY ONE: First Privilege of being God’s Child: Adoption
In the times that Paul lived, a man child would not be considered a son until he reached man-hood (usually about 14). Until that time he was considered a child, not a son. When he turned the age of man-hood, his father would take him down to the place of reckoning (usually the town center where business was conducted) and proclaim him now to be a son. Along with that his father would make the statement that he was now ‘adopted’ into the family as a son. His relationship changed from child to son with all of the rights, privileges and responsibilities of that position.
1. Thinking of that scene, Romans 8:14-15, what steps have taken place to bring us to into the relationship of sonship? Ga. 3:26

2. What rights, privileges, responsibilities go with your new position?
a. Rights: Gal. 4:7

b. Privileges: Rom. 8:17 

c. Responsibilities:


DAY TWO: Second Privilege of being God’s child: Heirship with God’s Son
Webster defines the word heir as: one who receives or is entitled to receive some endowment or quality from a parent or predecessor.
3. To what are you entitled as a joint heir with Christ? Rom. 8:29, Mt. 25:21&34,  

4. Is it possible to receive an inheritance now or is it something future? (Look at the example of the Prodigal Son Luke 15:11ff). 

5. How do you value your inheritance? (Again look at Achan; his inheritance was to be the Promised Land. How did he value it, with what was it replaced, and what was the end result? Joshua 7:1ff))

6. What is your responsibility regarding your inheritance? How can you test yourself to see if your thinking is earthly minded or heavenly minded? Look at the story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1ff). 

7. Can you lose your inheritance? Phil. 1:6 John 10:29  Mat 25:18-28


DAY THREE: Third Privilege of being a God’s child: Suffering with God’s Son
8. Why do you think Paul writes “suffer with Christ” instead of “suffer for Christ”? 

9. If we are a joint-heir, why do we have to suffer? What is the purpose?  Job 1-2; 1 Pet. 4:16, 2 Cor. 12:9, 10; John 9:3, 2 Cor. 4:8-12; 1 Pet. 3:14-17  

10. In what ways do believers suffer?

11.  Is there a way a believer is to respond to suffering?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS: As you read through the following questions, personalize them to answer how you are learning from your current situation. . 
	Are you responding in a biblical manner to your “suffering”? 


	What have you learned from it so far? 


	In the midst of your suffering, what have your responses been? What do you think you need to change as a result of this study? 




DAY FOUR:  Fourth Privilege of being God’s child: Glorification with God’s Son
12. Read John 17:22 and Rom. 8:17. What glory has Christ given to us? 

13. Based upon II Cor. 4:18 and Col. 3:2, where should our focus be? 

14. What is Paul’s assumption from Rom. 8:17 and II Tim. 3:12? And, what is Paul’s proof that we will be glorified from Rom. 8:17?

15. In what way does Paul encourage his readers in Rom. 8:18? 

16. What is waiting along with us as evidence that glory is something future? Rom. 8:22-23

17. Are you in any way glorified now? See Rom. 8:30. 

DAY FIVE: Fifth Privilege of being God’s child: Holy Spirit involvement in prayer
18. In this chapter three times the word “groan” is used. What groans? Rom. 8:22, 23, 26. 


19. Based upon that understanding, what do you think Paul is saying by this phrase in vs. 26: “for we know not what we should pray for as we ought:” 



ENDING THOUGHTS: Note: we know not in vs. 27 and in contrast vs. 28 begins “and” God knows. How does this encourage you? 

What promise do you have from vs. 28 that connects to vs. 17? 

