Romans 7:1-25		Nov.6, 2005
	Our study this week is the 3rd “section” of Paul’s  discourse on the sanctification discussion. We have learned two things from his previous discussion in chapter 6. The first is that we are dead to sin, the second is that we are no longer under law but under grace. This then prepares us to answer Paul’s third and final question in this discussion of man’s walk after salvation, hear his own personal testimony as to his struggle with the sin issue and finally answers the questions presented by both the Antinomians and the Judaizers.  

AIM: That we come to know that sin is a curse that strives to control but the truth of I John 4:4 “greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” is the answer. 
**Remember that your Bible is your textbook—and underlining is ok. This draws our attention to the repeated words that Paul uses and helps us to remember them in the context. Context is king! Keep all of these ideas and facts that Paul presents in the context of chapters 6-8. Also, Paul uses himself to show the struggle that believers experience with sin. **

DAY ONE: REVIEW
1. Review from chapter 6 the “knows” and the “consider”. List them after you have underlined them in your Bible. 


2. Take this day to read through the 7th chapter of Romans underlining the words “law, Law, sin”. 

3. Again Paul presents a question to the readers. What did he expect them to “know” as a result of what he had discussed in chapter 6? 

4. To what kind of law is Paul referring in 7:1-3?  

DAY TWO: Romans 7:1-6 Believers freed from the law to bear fruit 
5.Paul says he is writing to those who “know the law”.  To whom is he then writing? Jew? Gentile? 

6.What example does Paul use to help his readers understand the release of the law’s jurisdiction? 

There are at least three reasons why Paul is not discussing divorce/remarriage BUT the relationship that a believer has to the law. First when we are living by the law our relationship is so strong that it is likened to a marriage relationship, secondly, only death releases us from the law and thirdly our new relationship occurs through our identification with Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. This then sets the stage for Paul’s explanation in vs. 4-13. 

7.Paul wants all of his readers to understand this principle; we are all dead to sin and alive in our new relationship to Christ. See Romans 6:4&11. Is this just for the Jew or also for the Gentile? If also Gentile, how then can a Gentile be “under” the law?


8.Paul now moves from the moral/legal law to the Mosaic Law in v. 4-13. In Rom. 6:2 Paul reminds us that we are dead to sin. Now in 7:4 Paul tells us that after that death we are now joined to Christ so that we might do what?  Also use Rom. 6:4, 6, John 15:16. 

9.When I was in the ‘flesh’ I bore fruit unto ___________- but now I am delivered so that I might bear fruit unto _____________________. 


APPLICATION QUESTION:  What fruit are you bearing? Can you make a list of the fruits you note in your life? 

DAY THREE:  Old versus New
10.Your  “husband” , the Mosaic Law or Old Covenant is now dead.  When did this occur, why did it occur and what has replaced it? Read Jer. 31:31-34, 32:38-41, Ezek. 36:22-27, Heb. 10:1-18. 

11.What do you learn about the Old Covenant and the New Covenant from Rom. 7 and  II Cor. 3:1-18?
OLD COVENANT
NEW COVENANT












12.As a believer, to whom are you now “married” according to vs. 4? 

DAY FOUR:  Paul’s testimony of his struggle Rom. 7:14-25
13.Is Paul’s failure because of the Law?


14.Two times Paul reminds his readers of his carnal nature or fleshly nature. What is the key indicator of that nature?

15.What is the war that Paul is experiencing in his inner person? 

16.Do we face the same struggle as Paul? 

17.Where does the struggle occur according to Paul in vs. 23? 

18.Paul lists the three kinds of law in vs. 21-23 that Paul proposes. To what do you think Paul is referring to by each? 
	the law of sin means:


	the law of God means:


	the law of his mind means: (recall our switch diagram from Rom.6 to help you)


DAY FIVE: Rom. 7:24-25 Personal revelation and solution 
19.How does Paul see himself and what is his desire?

20.What then is the solution to the sin problem that Paul faced and we today face? 

