Romans 2:1-29		Sept. 18, 2005
Paul, similar to a lawyer, now continues to present his case.  First he has shown that the pagans 
are condemned and in need of the gospel by presenting the evidence that they are without excuse. God revealed His person within them in their spirit and without them by creation but they chose to reject, dishonor, disregard, and exchange His glory for an idol. We remember that it was this self-righteous attitude and refusal to obey His Laws from our study in Jer./ Ezek/ Daniel that God sent them into captivity.  The observers in the courtroom, whom Paul will identify as the self appointed judges,  sit smugly  but are soon ashamed as Paul shatters their foundation of self-righteousness. We remember from our studies in Jeremiah how the Jew felt they were safe from the wrath of God because they had the Temple. Paul now reminds them that just because they have the Law they are not free from God’s penalty. They fall short and are as guilty as the pagans.

AIM:  To know that apart from the mercy of God all are in fact condemned; to know that when we judge another we in fact are setting the stage for our own standard of judgment; to know that God holds all responsible for the light they have received and will be judged based on that fact; to know that God will render to everyone according to their deeds.

DAY ONE: Paul charges the self-righteous
1. Note the use of the word “you” in vs. 1-4. For what does Paul condemn them?

2. Think of two reasons/arguments that these self-appointed judges would use in their condemnation of others. 

3. There is a difference between discernment and judgment. Define each. 


4. We are told to discern, Heb. 5:14. Is it an accurate statement to say: “do not judge another”?   What did Christ say was the principle that must be in place before judging another? Read Matt. 7:1-5. 

5. Of what does Paul remind them in vs. 3 and 4? 

DAY TWO: God’s righteous Judgment
6. Again we see the word “but”. This word will introduce a conditional phrase that will help set the stage for understanding that these self-righteous/self-righteous Jews were as condemned as the pagans of chapter 1. Compare 2:5 to 1:21 & 28. What are the charges? 

7. According to Rom. 2:2; Ps. 62:12, Job 34:11, Pr. 24:12; Rom. 14:12; on what basis will God judge those that leave this life and enter eternity after total rejection?


8. What lies ahead for those who accept Him and those who reject Him? Rom. 2:7-10 
Those who accept
Those who reject









CHALLENGE QUESTION: How would you explain to someone that salvation is not the result of doing good works? 


9. Give reasons why God is taking so much time to explain His plan of decision and action to these self-appointed judges? 


10. When will God no longer provide His explanations but will announce “depart from Me, I never knew you” ?


APPLICATION QUESTION: Who in your sphere of influence fits into this category of rejection? What is your responsibility to them and to God? Are you fulfilling that responsibility? 



DAY THREE:  God’s righteousness vs. the Self-Righteous Jew
11. What do we learn of God’s character in vs. 11. How does this fit with these self-appointed judges? 


12. What is Paul’s argument regarding the “Gentile” who has not the privilege of the Law? Vs. 12-16. 


13. Now Paul moves on to the self-righteous Jew.  Read vs. 17-22 with the word “if” in front of each qualification. What is Paul trying to show them? 




DAY FOUR: False Piety vs. Purity in Heart 
14. One commentator wrote to read vs. 17-24 in this way: “But, if you bear the name “Christian and rely upon the gospel and you boast in God, and if you know His will, and if you approve the things that are essential; being instructed out of the scriptures; and if you are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind and if you are confident that you are a light to those in darkness, and a corrector of the foolish, and if you are confident to be a teacher of the immature, having in the gospel the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, …. “why” do you dishonor God? For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you!” What challenges are you faced with that you thought you were “ok” but now need to change? 


 15. The Jew boasted in their circumcision as a sign that they were set apart by God as His chosen people. 
What was Paul’s charge to them? see vs. 29. 

16. Today the Christian often is found boasting in the church/denomination of which they are members. Are we to boast in this? To what do we belong and where are we members? Eph. 5:30, I Cor. 6:15. 


17. What shall we do with this lesson? 
18. Where is God pricking your heart to change? 

