Heed God’s Battle Cry
Many of you have probably seen the Lord of the Rings movies or read the books. We are going to look at a scene from the second story The Two Towers. The lives of all those who are good on Middle Earth are being threatened by the evil of Sauron, who rules the evil and dark creatures allied with him, including the evil Saruman. Evil is overshadowing the land and its people. But an alliance of humans, dwarves, elves and others has formed to fight in an attempt to destroy the power of Sauron and Saruman. In the scene you are about to see, the wizard Gandalf and his allies are trying to convince one of the kings of the land, Théoden, to join them in the fight. 
Movie clip from The Two Towers
We live in dark days, as those in this fictional story did. We are in a spiritual war; our world is covered in spiritual darkness because the prince of darkness reigns over the hearts and lives of people. This one, who is God’s enemy, wants to take more and more control over the world. But God tells us to fight. He calls us to war, and our responsibility is to follow His orders. Just as Gandalf called the king to fight by reminding him of the greatness of the evil and the threat to his own people, God calls us to heed His battle cry. All who are on God’s side are called into the fray. 
Today our story comes from the days of the judges. Our days parallel spiritually what was true in that day physically. It was a dark time, involving a cycle which occurred over and over. First, the people departed from the Lord and began to worship idols. Second, God gave them over to their enemies as a consequence of their idolatry. Third, the people began to cry out to God because of the oppression of their enemies. Then, each time God raised up a deliverer who delivered the people and brought rest to the land for a period of time. Then, the cycle would begin again. 

The idolatry, oppression, and war brought darkness to the land and its people. But Deborah was a light in the midst of that darkness. 

Deborah stands alone in Israel’s history as a woman who was both a spiritual and political leader. God raised her up as His spokesperson in a time of great spiritual darkness. 

As women, I think we reluctantly think about war. This is not a woman’s image. But Deborah’s story is a story of war. There is a battle to be fought and she is the one who gives the battle cry from God. 

Judges 4:1-3 sets the stage for her entrance. 

One commentator says that Deborah “is without doubt the most honorable human figure in the Book of Judges and one of the most remarkable characters in the entire Old Testament . . . . In an era of weak men God raised a woman as a lightning rod against His wrath.”  

There is nothing negative in the biblical record about Deborah. She is an outstanding example to both men and women of what great leadership is all about. The book of judges is full of judges who are less than admirable, and that makes Deborah’s example even more unusual. 
I am sure that you noticed in your lesson that there are 2 parallel accounts of this story. The first is the story told from an outside perspective in prose in Chapter 4. Then, Chapter 5 records a victory song sung by Deborah and Barak. Tradition says that Deborah wrote the song. It certainly appears to be told from a woman’s perspective. As we go through the major points in Deborah’s story today, I will go from one chapter to the other, somewhat chronologically. 

If we are to heed God’s battle cry, what do we learn from Deborah about what that means?

First, we see that heeding God’s battle cry means to arise and fight God’s enemy. 

Read Judges 5:6-8.

These verses paint a picture of what it was like during the oppression of Jabin. There were no Jewish caravans on the road, but the people traveled around the main roads. Either it was not safe or Jabin set high tolls for the people to travel there. In either case, they had to go around the usual routes. There were no soldiers fighting for Israel. They were completely overcome by the enemy. But all changed when Deborah arose. God called her into battle for Him and she arose and obeyed. This NET Bible translates her role as a mother protector in Israel. She became the leader of the land. Then, because of her influence others were willing to be involved in the fight, but there was a lack of weapons to use in the battle. That is how bad the situation was for the Jews. 
Now go back to the previous chapter and find out how Deborah made this difference.

Read Judges 4:4-5.

Deborah was a prophetess. Just like all the prophets of old, she spoke for God to the people. The word she spoke was the very word of God. The text says that she was leading Israel at that time. It is literally “judging”, but judging in this book usually means leading the nation, not simply acting as a judge between parties in dispute. I think that is exactly what she is doing. She is there leading the people who are leaderless and directionless. The priests have failed to lead the people to God. God raised up Deborah to do so. 

It says that she sat under the Palm of Deborah. The commentators feel that she found a spot close to Bethel, where the Ark of the Covenant was, so that she would be accessible to the nation. They were to go to the priests to hear from God, but the priests were not leading at that time; thus, the people came to the prophet Deborah. 

The end of v. 5 says that she settled disputes. That is what you see in Moses and Solomon’s leadership of the country. This is not just a woman who decided how much people owed each other, but a woman who went before the Lord on behalf of the people of Israel, who considered her their leader.

So Deborah heeded God’s battle cry and arose and spoke for God on behalf of the people. The next one called to arise and fight was Barak.

Read Judges 4:6-10, 12-14.

Similarly to the way Gandalf called King Theoden to arise and fight, through Deborah God called Barak to heed His battle cry by arising, fighting the enemy, and taking others with him. Then, Barak called the tribes of Israel to be part of the battle. Specifically, we see that he took men of the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh with him. You can look at the map on the slide and see the locations of Mt. Tabor, the river, which is in the Jezreel Valley, and the location of the homes of these 2 tribes. You can see Kedesh also. Clearly these were the tribes most oppressed because they lived closest to Jabin.
Read Judges 5:9-18 where we see that other tribes were also called.

Some heeded the call to battle and some did not.

We, too, are called to arise and fight the enemy. God calls us in the church to battle. 

Why? One reason is given in 1 Peter 5:5b-9, which says that our enemy is trying to destroy us. Peter tells us to be humble, accepting what God brings into our lives as by His loving hand. We are to be sober, not like someone who is drunk and listless, but alert so that we recognize the battle before us, and when it comes, we are to resist the enemy and stay strong in faith. Notice that the reason that the enemy is coming against the people Peter is writing seems to be the suffering they are enduring. The battle is great when times of suffering come. Our enemy intends to take advantage of that by coming in and using it to destroy our faith. We must stand firm against his attacks when we face hardships.
In Ephesians Paul speaks of the battle and calls us to arise and fight.

Read Ephesians 6:10-18.

Notice that vv. 10-17a deal with defensive weapons. We are to be on the defensive against the enemy because he is working to destroy us.  Truth and faith help us stand firm when the enemy tries to feed us lies and turn our circumstances into doubt and disappointment. But v. 18 tells us that we are to also be aggressive against the enemy with the word of God. Paul connects the word with prayer in v. 18. We are to be alert in prayer for the enemy’s advances against all believers. Intercession for others is one way of fighting God’s enemy. We also fight when we speak the truth of God’s word to others. It is powerful against the darkness in a way that we are powerless.

Another way that we arise and fight in the battle is to be on the offensive to bring others back from the darkness. We face battle because the purpose is great, to rescue others out of the enemy’s hands. 

Read 2 Cor. 10:3-5.
Paul clearly says that we must fight, but not like the Israelites of old with few weapons. We have powerful weapons to bring down the enemy. We fight both for the lives of others and for ourselves as the enemy tries to battle us. We take our thoughts captive to the truth. When the enemy tries to make us believe a lie and lose faith in our God, we go back to the truth of the word and choose to believe it rather than the lies we are being told. 

This is hard, to say the least, when you are facing a major trial. When you child or your husband or your mother is seriously ill; when your own health fails; when your are treated unjustly at work; when you face life alone when you only want to be married—those are times when the enemy comes and challenges God’s love for you. Only God’s word will send him away. When the enemy tempts us not to believe God when He tells us how valuable and precious we are, we use the truths of the Scripture to attack. We must use the powerful weapon that God has given us or the enemy will be successful against us.  

One more verse about the battle: Revelation 12:11.
In the midst of a coming terrible time of persecution, we find that the believers will successfully face martyrdom. The key is that they will not love their lives because they will love God more. Their loyalty will be to the triune God and they will realize that death is not a problem for those who believe. They will be more concerned with His name and its glory than with the persecution they face.
If we are to heed the battle cry, arise and fight, we must determine that the cause is great and the God we serve deserves all of our loyalty. That is what happened to the martyrs of the early centuries of Christianity. They overcame the enemy by their faith and loyalty to Jesus.

So you heed God’s battle cry by arising and fighting God’s enemy. You must do that trusting that God goes before you. 

Our responsibility is to arise and go. God’s responsibility is to go out before us and bring the victory. 

Look at Judges 4:15-16; 5:19-22.  
This was a supernatural victory. The Israelites were in a much weaker position than the enemy forces with their chariots. But God intervened. He brought a great storm which caused the river to flood and wash the chariots away; suddenly, the advantage of Sisera’s forces vanished. The poem paints the picture of the horses galloping away as the chariots were destroyed. This is very similar to the victory that God brought at the Red Sea when He destroyed the Egyptian army before Moses. God did it. It was a spectacular victory. No one could deny the greatness of God. 

God has assured us the victory as well.

Read Col. 2:15.

These are supernatural powers and Jesus has disarmed them, just as God disarmed Sisera’s army before Barak.
Read Heb. 2:14-15.

Jesus became human on our behalf so that he could destroy the devil and set us free. This word for destroy means “break the power of” or “reduce to nothing.” I heard someone describe it as taking his stinger out. The victory has been won. But we are responsible to fight. 

God is responsible for not only the victory but also for justice. He brought justice in our story of Deborah. 
Read Judges 5:23-31. 
In case you were feeling sorry for Sisera when Jael pounded that tent peg through his temple, we are given the glimpse of him through the eyes of his mother. He raped and pillaged as he oppressed the people. His death was just, and that is why Jael is honored. I don’t think the way she did it was honorable, but she is honored for killing God’s enemy. 

The day will come when God brings justice to any situation we face as well. His enemies will be destroyed. 

Read Rev. 20:10-15. All will pay for their deeds unless they have trusted Jesus to pay for them. Everyone who does not choose to trust Christ has allied him or herself with God’s enemy. Everyone who does not turn from the darkness to the light is on the other side. We are fighting to bring them out so that they do not have to live with justice but with mercy, as we get to do because Jesus died for our disloyalty to God. Remember we are not fighting people but the supernatural agents who work against God’s kingdom. People are the victims of their lies. 
If you are to heed God’s battle cry, you must arise and fight instead of sitting around, you must trust that God will go before you to bring victory and justice, and you should expect blessing for action and loss of blessing for inaction. 

We see this in Judges 4:8-9; 5:16-17, 23.

We have already read these verses. 

God did not treat Barak’s hesitation to fight lightly; it was a serious thing. If Barak failed to obey and get up to fight, he would have been taking sides with the enemies of God’s people. He showed a lack of trust in God when he said that he would only go if Deborah did. Many scholars feel that his demand for Deborah, the prophetess, to go was a desire to be sure God would be present. He failed to trust God’s word and wanted a tangible sign of God’s presence. When we test God by asking for signs before obeying Him, we are not showing the faith and loyalty that He expects from us.

In Judges 5, which we already read, we see the disloyalty of some of the tribes. Rather than arising and fighting, they stayed right where they were, content to let others do battle. 
Meroz is even given a curse because of their disloyalty, apparently after the main part of the battle because where it is mentioned in the song. They refused to even help when the chariots were destroyed. 

When we do not step out in faith and follow God into battle, we can expect to lose the blessing that would have been ours. God’s work will be done but someone else will gain the benefit and the blessing, just as happened to Jael. We see Barak expend wasted energy chasing Sisera because God had taken the victory over him away from Barak.
Ladies, we are being called to get up, go into battle, to heed God’s call. It may be hard and there will be costs to do it, but God will go before us to bring victory and justice. We must show our faith and loyalty by taking part. 
How do we do that? How do we arise and how do we fight? We are all in different places. In the story of Deborah all did not receive the same call, but all were to fight. Barak was to lead the army; Deborah was to speak for God; the tribes were to fight. 
How do we fight spiritually? We pray; we intercede for other believers and we pray for God’s kingdom and for people to come out of the darkness. We battle for truth with the word of God seasoned with grace. We approach others with the truth, but not in a posture of my side is right; we love them and give them grace while we stand for truth. We influence others through our words and deeds, which should be a light in the midst of the darkness. We count when a count is taken. We stand for what is right when no one else does. 
I remember when the war in Iraq began. There were millions of people watching the news channels with great interest for hours every day from the safety of their homes here. 

That is the kind of Christian I was for many years. I watched with great interest but participated very rarely. I was there whenever the doors of the church opened. I even volunteered to serve, but I rarely did anything that required risk or courage. I failed to discern that a war was really going on. My concerns were focused on myself and my family. As I began to grow in God’s word, I began to see myself as I really was, disloyal to Jesus, who died for me. I began to see the greatness of God and to trust that victory was not my responsibility, but His. I began to realize that my apathy opened the door for God’s enemy to attack.

It’s hard for me to stay alert and persevere in the battle. Often I would like to be the follower and the spectator again. But that is not where God has put me. I must choose to arise and fight. I must choose to obey and to heed the battle cry! 

Join me in the battle to bring others out of the darkness into the light and set them free from the enemy. Fight for the spiritual health of other believers. Be alert and defend your homes and your families with truth and prayer. 
Will you heed the battle cry? 
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