Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide

Lesson 10

Blessed are the Poor in Spirit
Matthew 5:1-13
April 27, 2003

Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 10

	Monday
	Matthew 5:1-20

	Tuesday
	Luke 6:17-38

	Wednesday
	Psalm 34

	Thursday
	Philippians 3:1-16

	Friday
	Romans 3:1-20

	Saturday
	Matthew 5:1-20

	Sunday
	Isaiah 61


Study Materials

Bob Deffinbaugh

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=603 

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1035 
John Piper 

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/012686.html 

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/020286.html 

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/020986.html 

Study Questions

Matthew 5:1-20

These verses provide some of the context for our study of verses 1-3. Imagine yourself in the audience, hearing Jesus teach for the first time. What would your impressions be as you heard this sermon? What does Jesus tell us about the “kingdom of heaven” in these verses? What does He mean by the expression, “the kingdom of heaven”? What does it mean to be “blessed”?

Luke 6:17-38

How would you describe the relationship of this text in Luke with the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7? How do you explain the similarities? How do you explain the differences? Do you think that being “poor” (Luke 6:20) is the same as being “poor in spirit” (Matthew 5:3)? Is there any difference between Luke’s “kingdom of God” and Matthew’s “kingdom of heaven”?

Supplemental Texts

Proverbs 18:11, 23; 28:11
Deuteronomy 7:5-16; 9:1-6
1 Samuel 2:7-8; 18:20-27

The key to understanding our text is knowing what Jesus means by being “poor in spirit”. So far as I can tell, this exact expression is found nowhere else in the Bible. I believe that the concept or reality does appear elsewhere, but not with this same label. Look at the attitudes of the “rich” and the “poor” in the Proverbs passages. Understanding that not all rich and not all poor are like this, what attitude tends to characterize the rich in Proverbs? What attitude tends to characterize the poor in Proverbs? How might these attitudes help to clarify what Jesus means by “poor in spirit”? Consider also the passages in Deuteronomy and 1 Samuel. Do you see how the attitudes seen in these texts might help explain what it means to be “poor in spirit”? What is the opposite of being “poor in spirit”?

Psalm 34

Many of the Psalms (see also Psalm 14:6; 22:24; 25:16; 40:17; 69:29) are written by one who is “poor in spirit”. How do you see a poverty in spirit in Psalm 34? What are the characteristics and manifestations of poverty in spirit?

Philippians 3:1-16

How does Paul, a former Pharisee, describe being “poor in spirit”? How does he contrast this poverty in spirit with his former attitude as a Pharisee?

Romans 3:1-20

The Sermon on the Mount has much to do with the Old Testament law (see Matthew 5:17ff.). As you read Romans 3:1-20, how do you think the Old Testament law was meant to produce a “poverty in spirit”? How did the Pharisees twist the law to produce something very different?

Matthew 5:1-20

What do you think Jesus wants us to understand when He calls us to be “poor in spirit”? Is there any sense in which our Lord Himself was “poor in Spirit”? Were the Pharisees “poor in spirit” (see 5:20)? What does being “poor in spirit” have to do with righteousness? Putting the question differently, why does the kingdom of heaven belong to the “poor in spirit”?

Isaiah 61

Why should the “poor in spirit” rejoice at the coming of Christ? What does this tell you about those who did not welcome Jesus or His teaching?

Further Questions for Thought and Discussion

· What is “poverty in spirit”?

· What are some other biblical terms which may describe “poverty in spirit”?

· Why is it necessary for salvation?

· How can “poverty in spirit” facilitate our relationship with men, as well as our relationship with God?

· How is “poverty in spirit” evident?

· How does “poverty in spirit” run against the grain of our culture? Give some specific examples.

· How can “poverty in spirit” be promoted and developed?

· What things hinder “poverty in spirit”?

· How should we present the gospel, if being “poor in spirit” is foundational to salvation? How should we not present the gospel?
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