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Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 21

	Monday
	Matthew 5:17-32

	Tuesday
	Leviticus 18:20; 20:10; Mark 10:11 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5

	Wednesday
	Matthew 5:27-28; 12:39; 16:4; 19:9 James 4:1-4; Ezekiel 16:32

	Thursday
	Exodus 22:16-17; Deuteronomy 22:22, 28-29 Genesis 2:18-25; 3:14-16. 12:1-3; Ephesians 5:22-33

	Friday
	Matthew 5:27-30

	Saturday
	Matthew 5:27-30

	Sunday
	Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 5:8; 15:16-20; Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 4:17-24; James 1:13-18


Resources

Bob Deffinbaugh

 “The Sanctity of Marriage”
 http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=153 
 “The Relationship Between Spirituality and Sexual Morality”
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=790 

 “Sex and the Spiritual Christian”
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=791 

“The Relationship Between Spirituality and Sexuality”
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=792 

“Making Love More Than a Three-Letter Word”
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=501 

Study Questions

Matthew 5:17-32

The purpose of this reading is to refresh our minds regarding the context of our passage in Matthew 5:27-30. What is our Lord’s teaching and practice regarding the Old Testament Law of Moses? What is the difference between abolishing the law and fulfilling the law? How did our Lord’s handling of the Old Testament law differ from that of the scribes and Pharisees? Why could Jesus say that the scribes and Pharisees would not get into the kingdom of heaven by their use of the law? 
How does our Lord’s teaching about murder (Matthew 5:21-26) serve to demonstrate how His interpretation of the law differs with the teaching of the scribes and Pharisees?

Leviticus 18:20; 20:10; Mark 10:11

1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5

Define adultery. How is the sin of adultery different from other sexual sins? What is unique about the sin of adultery?

Matthew 5:27-28; 12:39; 16:4; 19:9

James 4:1-4; Ezekiel 16:32

These texts refer to adultery in three different ways. See if you can identify the three forms of adultery indicated by these texts. How are the three forms different? How are they alike?

Exodus 22:16-17; Deuteronomy 22:22, 28-29

What is the punishment for a man who seduces a virgin who is not engaged (Exodus 22:16-17; Deuteronomy 22:28-29)? What is the punishment for adultery (Deuteronomy 22:22)? Why do you think the punishment for adultery is more severe than for the seduction of a virgin? 

Genesis 2:18-25; 3:14-16. 12:1-3; Ephesians 5:22-33

What purposes do you see for marriage in the Old Testament? What additional purposes do you find for marriage in the New Testament? How does adultery affect these purposes? Does this help to explain why the punishment for adultery is so severe?

Matthew 5:27-30

The emphasis for this reading is on Matthew 5:27-28. How did the pagan Gentiles feel about adultery? How did the Jews (especially the scribes and Pharisees) feel about adultery (see John 8:1-5; Romans 2:22)? Do you think this was one sin that the scribes and Pharisees felt they were exempt from committing? How does Jesus turn the tables on the scribes and Pharisees concerning adultery? What difference (if any) is there between “committing adultery” and “committing adultery in your heart”? 

Matthew 5:27-30

The emphasis of this reading is on verses 29 and 30. Note our Lord’s similar words in Matthew 18:8-9. What is the context in Matthew 18? How seriously does our Lord wish us to take the sin of adultery, even mental adultery (adultery committed in our hearts)? Do you think Jesus actually meant that we should literally pluck out our eye, or cut off our hand? Would doing this prevent mental adultery? What, then, is Jesus telling us?

Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 5:8; 15:16-20; Romans 12:1-2

Ephesians 4:17-24; James 1:13-18

Why does Jesus emphasize the heart, here in our text and elsewhere? In our culture, what are some of the ways that we can easily (and secretly) commit adultery in our hearts? What are some ways we can guard our hearts? What does this text teach us about dealing with spiritual adultery? 
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