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Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 3

	Monday
	Romans 8:18-30

	Tuesday
	John 9:1-12

	Wednesday
	2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Philippians 3:7-11; Psalm 119:65-72, 92

	Thursday
	1 Samuel 22:11-23; 2 Samuel 12:1-23

	Friday
	Genesis 18:16-33; Jonah 4:1-11

	Saturday
	Matthew 2:13-18; Jeremiah 31:15-20

	Sunday
	Genesis 41:46-52; 45:1-11; 50:18-21


The slaughter of the infants in Matthew 2:13-18 introduces a very sobering event in the midst of the otherwise glorious events of the birth of our Lord in Matthew’s gospel.  Matthew quotes Jeremiah 31:15, indicating to his readers that the death of these infants somehow fulfills this prophecy in Jeremiah.  The relationship between Jeremiah’s prophecy and the slaughter of these infants is not that clear in most people’s minds.  This event raises the question of innocent suffering.  In one sense, no one can be more innocent than these babies.  What does this text in particular, and the Bible in general, have to say about such innocent suffering?  Finding answers to this question is the purpose of this lesson. 

Study Questions

Romans 8:18-30

Read Romans 8:18-30.  What kind of suffering is Paul talking about here, and what is the reason for such suffering?  What is God’s purpose for this kind of suffering?  What is the solution or the cure for this kind of suffering?  From this passage, how does God comfort us in the midst of our sufferings?

John 9:1-12

Read John 9:1-12 (and even beyond – it is a great story!).  What is our Lord’s explanation of the purpose for this blind man’s suffering?  What immediate explanation for this blind man’s sufferings came to the disciples’ minds?  How do the disciples remind you of Job’s friends?  In what way(s) were the disciples wrong in their thinking about this man’s suffering?  In what way were the disciples right in their thinking about suffering more generally?  If we explained all suffering as the disciples did, how might this affect our acts of charity, which we are commanded to do?

2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Philippians 3:7-11; Psalm 119:65-72, 92

What was the reason for Paul’s suffering in 2 Corinthians 12?  Why was his suffering necessary?  What did God intend Paul’s suffering to produce or promote?  What outcome did Paul desire to come from his sufferings in Philippians 3:7-11?  What beneficial outcome resulted from the sufferings and afflictions of the psalmist in Psalm 119?

1 Samuel 22:11-23; 2 Samuel 12:1-23

What innocent suffering is described in 1 Samuel 22:11-23?  What was the cause of this suffering?  Was there more than one cause?  What innocent suffering is described in 2 Samuel 12:1-23?  Is there suffering other than innocent suffering here?  What do we learn about innocent suffering from these passages?  

Genesis 18:16-33; Jonah 4:1-11

Be sure to read both of these passages.  In Genesis 18, what kind of suffering was about to occur in Sodom and Gomorrah?  What was Abraham concerned about that led him to appeal to the Lord?  What was there about God that prompted Abraham to appeal to God?  Did God allow anyone who was innocent to suffer in the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah?  What kind of suffering did God desire to prevent in Nineveh?  How was Jonah different from God in this regard?

Matthew 2:13-18; Jeremiah 31:15-20

Read both these passages.  Why do you think Matthew included the account of the slaughter of the infants?  What or who was the cause of the suffering of these infants and their grieving parents?  Was this “innocent suffering”?  In what way(s) does Matthew’s quotation of Jeremiah 31:15 help us to explain or deal with the slaughter of these infants?

Genesis 41:46-52; 45:1-11; 50:18-21

Would you call Joseph’s suffering in Egypt “innocent suffering”?  For what reasons did Joseph suffer in Egypt?  How did Joseph come to terms with his suffering?  When did Joseph come to terms with his suffering?  How did Joseph’s understanding of God’s purpose for his suffering enable him to minister to his brothers?  
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