Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide
Lesson 5

The First the Temptation of Christ – Part 1
March 16, 2003
Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 5:  

	Monday
	Deuteronomy 1:1-2:25

	Tuesday
	Deuteronomy 2:26-3:29

	Wednesday
	Deuteronomy 4:1-49

	Thursday
	Deuteronomy 5:1-33

	Friday
	Deuteronomy 6:1-7:26

	Saturday
	Deuteronomy 8:1-9:29

	Sunday
	Deuteronomy 10:1-11:32


The Relationship of Deuteronomy 1-11 to the temptation of Christ:  

Our next two studies will deal with the temptation of our Lord in Matthew 4:1-11.  Every response of our Lord to Satan’s temptations comes from the early chapters of the Book of Deuteronomy.  Understanding the message of Deuteronomy 1-11 is crucial to understanding our Lord’s triumph over Satan’s temptations.  This study is intended to prepare us for the next two lessons which deal with our Lord’s temptation in Matthew 4:1-11 and also Luke 4:1-12.

Resources

Bob Deffinbaugh

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1402 
Study Questions

Deuteronomy 1:1-2:25
What is the setting of the Book of Deuteronomy (when, where, what is about to happen)?  What is the purpose of Deuteronomy, and particularly of Moses’ words in the first 11 chapters? As Moses rehearses Israel’s history, what are some of the key events, and what lessons should the Israelites of Moses’ day have learned from them?  In what ways did Israel fail?

Deuteronomy 2:26-3:29
What happened to those who opposed Israel in these verses?  Why did God have the Israelites “utterly destroy” (“put under the divine curse”) the peoples who opposed them?  How should the words of Deuteronomy 3:2 have served to encourage the Israelites as they set out against their enemies?  Why do you think Moses bothered to tell the size of the bedstead/couch/coffin of King Og (3:11)?  What does the past have to do with the future (see 3:21-22)?

Deuteronomy 4:1-49
What is the key to Israel possessing the land, and continuing to experience His blessings (4:1-8)?  What great dangers did Moses warn the Israelites about?  Why did Moses make a point of reminding the Israelites that they never saw God when He gave them the law?  What future events does Moses foretell in 4:25-31?  How important should the exodus be to the Israelites?

Deuteronomy 5:1-33
Why do you think the Ten Commandments are repeated in Deuteronomy 5, when they were already given in Exodus 20?  Why did the Israelites want Moses to serve as their mediator (5:23-27)?  Why did God say it was a good thing to do (5:28)?

Deuteronomy 6:1-7:26
How might Deuteronomy 6:4-5 summarize the essence of the law?  Why was it important for the Israelites to teach God’s law to their children?  In what ways were parents to teach their children?  What content was to be included in their teaching (see 6:20ff.)?  What is the danger that Moses warns of in 6:10-15?  How does this relate to the third temptation of our Lord in Matthew 4:8-10?  What did it mean to “put God to the test” (6:16)?  What danger does Moses warn about in 7:1-6?  What is the danger in 7:7-11?  What are the dangers in 7:16-26?

Deuteronomy 8:1-9:29
In what ways was God using Israel’s experiences in the wilderness for their good?  What should they have learned in the wilderness (note especially 8:3)?  In what ways were the Israelites to be careful in 8:11-20?  Why do you think Moses is very clear about the difficulty of the task that lies ahead of the Israelites in 9:1-3?  What will the danger be after these “giants” are defeated?  Why does Moses keep reminding the Israelites of their past sins?  What is the significance of Moses’ words in 9:9 (also 9:11, 18, 25; 10:10) when compared with Matthew 4:1ff.?  If Moses had not been faithful and successful during these 40 days and nights, what would the outcome have been for Israel (see 10:10)?  How does this appear to relate to our Lord’s temptation?

Deuteronomy 10:1-11:32

How would you summarize the appeal or instruction of 10:12-22?  What do you think the point of 11:1-7 is?  How is the land of Israel different from the land of Egypt, and what are the implications of this (11:8-15)? How would you sum up the main point of chapters 1-11 in as few words as possible?

Questions for further thought and discussion:

1. What role does the Old Testament (particularly Deuteronomy) play in relation to the New Testament?

2. What role should the Old Testament law (Deuteronomy) play in our lives?

3. If we are not “under law, but under grace” (Romans 6:14), in what way(s) can the Old Testament Scriptures be profitable for us (see 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13)?

4. How was the Book of Deuteronomy helpful to our Lord in resisting temptation?

5. Why do you think Jesus only quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy during His temptation?  Why do you think Jesus quoted the Book of Deuteronomy more often than any other Old Testament book?

6. How might Deuteronomy help us deal with temptation?

7. Think of (and list) as many lessons for us today as you can from Deuteronomy 1-11. 
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