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Study Guide

Lesson 8

The Third Temptation of Christ
April 13, 2003

Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 8

	Monday
	Matthew 4:1-11; Proverbs 1:1-7

	Tuesday
	Matthew 3:8-10; John 8:42-47; Daniel 10:1-21; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15

	Wednesday
	Matthew 4:8-10; Exodus 20:3-4; Psalm 2:1-12

	Thursday
	Deuteronomy 6:13-14; John 6:14-15; Matthew 16:21-23, 27:11, 27-31, 35-36

	Friday
	Exodus 32:1-8; Numbers 25:1-13; 2 Kings 17:35-41; Psalm 106:34-39

	Saturday
	Matthew 4:1-11; Deuteronomy 6:13-14

	Sunday
	Revelation 19:11-22:21


Study Materials

Bob Deffinbaugh

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1014 
J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book, Vol. 5, pp. 178-180, 224-225, 240

Study Questions

Introduction and Overview

Matthew 4:1- 11; Proverbs 1:1-7

The temptations of Christ by the devil resemble wisdom literature.  They are riddles or puzzles.  The book of Proverbs has riddles and puzzles, too (Proverbs 1:6).  Sometimes they are hard to understand (see Proverbs 26:4-5).  But they are well intentioned, designed to teach truth and result in obedience to God.  In contrast, the devil’s riddles to Jesus were malicious, designed to deceive and result in disobedience.  What can we learn from the devil’s riddles?

If riddles in Proverbs intended for our good are often hard to understand, would the devil’s riddles designed to harm us be easy or difficult?

What is required to understand riddles?  See Proverbs 1:7.

Did Jesus demonstrate that he possessed what is required to understand riddles?

The Devil

Matthew 3:8-10, John 8:42-47; Daniel 10:1-21; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15

What do the names “devil” and “Satan” mean?  Consult a good Bible dictionary, if you do not know.  What do the names tell us about his character and mission?

Jesus called the devil a liar (John 8:44).  Did Jesus mean that the devil never makes an accurate statement?

Could the devil make accurate statements and still be a liar?  If so, how? (Hint: look at John’s use of the word “truth” in John 14:6 and in 2 John 2-4.)

Was the devil truly able to make the offer of the kingdoms? See Luke 4:6, John 12:31 and Ephesians 2:2. 

Who are behind the scenes in governments?  See Ephesians 3:16 and 6:10-12.

If the devil could not deliver on his offer, would Jesus have been tempted?

From his demeanor and words, is it obvious that the devil wants to harm Jesus?  How does the devil often appear?  See 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.

Analysis of the Third Temptation

Matthew 4:8-10; Exodus 20:3-4; Psalm 2:1-12

The first two temptations begin with, “If you are the Son of God . . . . ”  The third temptation does not.  Does it matter?  Why or why not?

What aspects of the kingdoms did the devil emphasize?  
What powerful kingdom would have immediately come to mind?

Are there other aspects of earthly kingdoms to be aware of?  See Daniel 4:34-35.

What did the devil want in exchange for the kingdoms?

What does worship involve?  Examine the words that the devil and Jesus use.

Did the devil ask to be worshiped exclusively?

Refer to Psalm 2.  What had God promised the Son about the kingdoms?

What kind of kingdom do you think the Jews expected the Messiah to establish?  

This temptation may be more subtle than it first appears.  

Wasn’t Jesus destined to rule the earth?  Isn’t that what the devil offered? 

Couldn’t Jesus establish justice? Isn’t that what the Messiah would do?  Wouldn’t that serve God?

Identify the appeal the devil must have thought the temptation would have to Jesus.  

Analysis of Jesus’ Answer

Deuteronomy 6:13-14; John 6:14-15; Matthew 16:21-23, 27:11, 27-31, 35-36

What resource did Jesus use to answer the devil’s temptation?  

To what scripture did He turn?  Why is that significant?

Why would it have been wrong for Jesus to have accepted the devil’s offer?

What did Jesus demonstrate about His future ministry by conquering the devil’s third temptation?

In what way(s) did Jesus face the devil’s third temptation later?  See John 6:14-15; Matthew 16:21-23; Matthew 27:11, 27-31, 35-36.

Because Jesus faced the temptations, what is he ready to do?  See Hebrews 4:14-16.

Israel and Jesus Contrasted

Exodus 32:1-8; Numbers 25:1-13; 2 Kings 17:35-41; Psalm 106:34-39

How had Israel failed to serve God only in the wilderness?  Exodus 32:1-8; Numbers 25:1-13

How had Israel failed to serve God only after entering the land? 2 Kings 17:35-41; Psalm 106:34-39
Did Israel worship God exclusively?  Idols exclusively?  When people worship God and someone/something else, what really happens?  
How was Israel still failing to serve God only during Jesus’ earthly ministry?  See, for example, Matthew 6:24.

Contrast Jesus’ response to testing with the response of Israel to testing.

Food for Thought

Read 2 Kings 5:1-27.  Could Elisha have used Naaman’s gift to do good?  So why would Elisha not accept a gift? Was Elisha facing the third temptation?  How can the church face this temptation today?

Some surmise that Judas became exasperated with Jesus’ failure to establish the kingdom of God.  Thus when he betrayed Jesus, he was only trying to get Jesus out of the way so he could work to establish a political kingdom of God.  If that is an accurate theory, did Judas fall for the third temptation?

Consider this statement by J.I. Packer:  “Satan seeks to trap God’s servants into doing evil, thinking it to be good ….”  How would that apply to the third temptation?

After the war, the Unity Church is selected as the only non-Muslim religious organization that may operate in Iraq.  The Unity Church in Dallas invites Community Bible Chapel to participate through it in (1) distributing Bibles in Iraq and (2) providing food and clothing for Iraqi refugees.  Should CBC accept?  Relate your answer to the third temptation of Christ. 

Parents tell a Christian youth camp director, “Our children want camp to be fun.  Then their friends who don’t attend church will go with them.  Don’t bore them with too much Bible study or they won’t go.”  What should the camp director do?  Relate your answer to the third temptation of Christ.

A health expert says, “Study after study finds that actively religious people are happier and that they cope better with crises.”  The conclusion: Get active in the religion of your choice.  Is that wise?  Relate your answer to the third temptation of Christ.
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