Study Guide
Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians

Lesson 5
Sanctification, Sex, and Love
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
July 4, 2010

Scripture reading: 1 Thessalonians 4; Romans 1:18-32; Ephesians 5; Hebrews 13:4

Study Questions
Paul commends the Thessalonians for taking his exhortations regarding godly living seriously.  They are doing well in obeying his instruction.  Why, then, does Paul exhort them to “do as they are doing more and more” (see verses 1 and 10)?  Where else do we see this same emphasis?  (I would suggest that you take a look at some of these texts:  1 Corinthians 10:15; Ephesians 4:14-16; Philippians 1:9-11; 3:12-15; Colossians 2:18-19; 1 Thessalonians 4:1, 9-10; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; Hebrews 10:23-25; 13:19; 1 Peter 2:1-3; 2 Peter 1:10; 3:17-19.)  What does this suggest about the nature of the spiritual life?  
What does 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 have to teach us about knowing God’s will?  How will knowing the general principles and commands of Scripture answer many of the specific issues (regarding God’s will) with which we struggle?

Why was sanctification and sexual purity a topic that needed to be addressed in cities like Thessalonica and Corinth in Paul’s day?  Why is it a topic that needs discussing today?

1 Thessalonians 4:4 is translated in different ways.  Consult several translations.What do you think Paul means in this verse?  How does what he says in verse 4 relate to verse 6?
Paul specifically mentions the Holy Spirit in the context of sanctification and sex.  What role does the Holy Spirit play in the sexual practices of the Christian?

We know from Scripture that the enjoyment of sex between a husband and his wife is a gift from God (Proverbs 5:15-23; 1 Corinthians 7:1-5; Hebrews 13:4).  How is “sanctified sex” different from the pursuit of sexual pleasure by unbelievers?  To put the matter differently, suppose that you are discipling a new Christian.  This person has been “sexually active” before coming to faith in Jesus.  Now they ask you how their pursuit of sexual pleasure should be different, since they are a Christian.  How would you distinguish “sanctified sex” from the sexual practices of our culture?  What principles and guidelines could you provide the new believer to help them in their walk with Christ?  
I find it interesting that Paul addresses “brotherly love” immediately after he has written about sex and one’s spiritual life.  What is the relationship of 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 to 4:1-8?  If our love for one another in our church were growing more and more, what do you think that would look like?

What do verses 11 and 12 have to do with brotherly love?  How does Paul’s exhortation here relate to 1 Thessalonians 2:9 and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15?
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