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Lesson 3:  Can We Do Church Cafeteria Style?


 Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style? 

A Study of the New Testament Church

Study Guide

Lesson 3

The Relationship of the Church to Israel
February 3, 2008

Scripture Texts:
1 Corinthians 4:16-17; 7:17; 11:16; 14:33; 16:1

1 Corinthians 9:1-14

Exodus 19:5-6; 1 Peter 1:4-10; Revelation 1:6

Study Questions

The Reformation was a watershed event, which stripped away centuries of error and distortion, especially as it relates to the authority of God’s Word and salvation by faith, apart from works.  What the Reformation did not address sufficiently was the doctrine of the church.  Because of this, the church has subdivided into different theological camps, different denominations, and various forms intended to adapt to the culture.  Can they all be right?  If not, which group is right, and how can we know this?  Below are some questions designed to stimulate your thinking in preparation for our next lesson.

How does the Old Testament instruct Christians about the church?  Is it all superseded by the New Testament, or does some teaching still apply – and if so, how?  What portions of the Old Testament instruct us regarding the nature and practice of the church?  Are there texts which no longer apply?  If so, how would we recognize them as such?  How can we distinguish between the Old Testament teaching that directly applies and that which does not?

Dr. Waltke used to say something like this: “When you come to the New Testament from the Old you must ask, ‘Does the New Testament ratify (accept), modify (change in some regard), or abrogate (set aside) this teaching?’”  Can you find examples of each category when it comes to the church?

When you look at the Judaisers in Acts 15 or in the Book of Galatians, how did they misuse or misapply the Old Testament Scriptures?  How did the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) or Paul (Galatians) correct them?  How might this instruct us regarding our understanding and use of the Old Testament as it relates to the church?

Why is the New Covenant – the “New Testament” – better than the Old (see Hebrews, 2 Corinthians 3 – 4).
How do the apostles maintain continuity with the Old Testament (see 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; 1 Corinthians 9:8-14), while at the same time showing the contrast between the two covenants (Romans 3:19-31; Hebrews 7)?

Must the New Testament specifically speak of something in order for it to be biblical?  Let me explain.  Do we have to find a New Testament precedent for everything we do as a church?  If we do not find certain practices (e.g. Sunday school, mission boards, travel by airplane, ministry on the Internet or via radio and television, church membership) in Scripture does this mean that we should not do them?  How do we deal with things the New Testament does not directly address?

We find the command to “greet one another with a holy kiss” several times in the New Testament (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 1 Peter 5:14).  Should we be keeping this command?  If not, why not?  How do we deal with those commands which we don’t seem to obey, especially in the light of Matthew 28:20?  
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